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P R E F A C E  

Very little has been written about Laugharne Corporation, possibly because it's 
difficult to know where to begin. We know that the town was given its Charter by Sir 
Guido de Brione, but there were at least six and possibly eight Norman knights with that 
name, and even when one is called "the elder" or another "the younger", that doesn't 
really solve the problem of deciding who did what & when. 

It is now generally accepted that the Corporation was given its Charter in 1290, 
although forty years ago when E.V.Williams completed his historical research (which is 
republished on pp. 4-35) the date 1307 was more frequently mentioned. 

My own theory, and it can only be a theory until evidence is found to either confinn 
or deny it, is that the Corporation may be even older. 

It is an issue that can only be considered in a historical context, but just look at the 
clues. 

The remains of prehistoric animals found at Coygan Cave, which was inhabited by 
ancient man, shows LIS that hunters & gatherers were living here when mammoths, red 
deer, hippopotami, rhinoceros, hyenas & tigers roamed the Western European landmass, 
ie. when Britain was physically part of Europe and there was neither a North Sea nor an 
English Channel. 

The discovery of the Beaker grave at Orchard Park (1950) and the Beaker cemetery 
at Plashett (1875) tells us that there was a settled community here 6000 years ago, ie. four 
thousand years before the birth of Christ and 4500 years before the birth of Mohammed. 

Similarly, the discovery of Roman baths beneath Island House, the remains of a 
Roman boat further up the River Taf near St. Clears (circa 1800), and a collection of 60 
Roman coins in a bronze sacrificial censer at Coygan in 1800 or 18 10 and the recent 
discovery (2006) of a large hoard of Roman coins on a local farm confirm this was still 
a settled community 2000 years ago, and must have remained so throughout the Dark 
Ages for there was an Anglo Saxon Church where St. Martin's now stands, an Anglo 
Saxon cemetery nearby, and many of the placenames mentioned in the Charter are, in 
fact, Anglo Saxon and neither Welsh nor Norman. 

Richard Avent, who supervised the excavations at Laugharne Castle, and sometimes 
called in at the bookshop, told me that the remains of three previous castles, largely 
wooden-built, had been found on the site. 





Now, with so many national records being opened up to scrutiny through the wonders 
of Google, the chances of us finding the answers are stronger than they were forty-five 
years ago when E.V.Williatns researched this pamphlet. 

Ernest Vincent Willams MA., B.Litt., was much respected in Laugharne. He was a 
graduate of Jesus College, Oxford. a Latin scholar, Classics tnaster at the Queen Elizabeth 
Grammar School in Carmarthen and Portreeve during the War (1942-43) He was also the 
organist at St Martin's Church for fifty years and a confirmed bachelor, although the town 
knew (as Laugharne always does) that he had a lady-friend. This prompted a few jokes, 
which caught the ear of Dylan Thomas who cast him among his characters in UNDER 
MILK WOOD - as Organ Morgan, with a wife who cotnplains, "Organ Morgan, you 
haven't been listening to a word I said. It's organ organ all the time with you." 

Williams was neither a journalist nor a trained writer, so there's a lack of structure in 
THE CHARTER and THE PORTREEVES. Often, it's not clear whether he is quoting 
from a document or not. There are no footnotes & often no explanation of where his 
information came from. A few sentences are incomplete, and there is some inconsistency 
in spelling, both of placenarnes and people, with even the same word sometimes spelt 
differently within a paragraph. I have tried to tidy this up as best I can, breaking down 
paragraphs and tnaking the lay-out easier on the eye, but have been careful not to lose any 
of the detail of what is, and will remain, an important study of the Corporation's history. 

George Tremlett 
Laugharne 
September 2007 

The photographs have been taken specially for us by Richard Griffith. 
Cover design by Tim Grant. 

Printed by J.D. Lewis (Carmarthen) Ltd. 
































































